A first century model ship by null L.B.H.
Dark Ages, the Medieval period and the Renaissance
when its use is attested not only by the surviving gild-
ed objects, but also by descriptions in a number of
technological treatises ranging from the 'Mappae
Clavicula' in the ninth century (34) to the works of
Benvenuto Cellini in the sixteenth century (35).
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A First Century Model Ship
A fascinating little votive model of a lage sailing boat,
found in 1891 at Broighter in County Derry in the north of
Ireland and preserved in the National Museum of Ireland in
Dublin, not only shows some
early craftsmanship in gold but
also establishes that shipbuilding
by the Celts was well developed
before the advent of the Romans.
The model, about 20 cm in
length, dates from the early first
century A.D, and represents a
ship of about 16 m in length. It is
double ended, square rigged, and
has thwarts for nine rowers on
each side with a single steering
oar on the port side. It was made
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from one sheet of rather pale gold containing some silver,
and represents either a wooden boat or one having a frame-
work covered with hide. L.B.H.
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